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Students on the
Move - 2025

The University and City Council are
getting ready for this year’s end-of-
term ‘Students on the Move’ scheme.
This involves a range of University-
paid refuse collections to students
as they get ready to depart for the
Summer. It is the seventeenth year
of the scheme, which was originally
launched in recognition that most
tenancies do not complete on the
correct bi-weekly collection day.

The additional collections begin

on June 2nd and run through to
graduation week in mid July. There
will also be two ‘Community Clear-up
Days’ on June 14th and July 19th
that will concentrate collections for
all residents in twelve key St James
streets. Participating streets will
receive an information flyer closer to
the time.

This year we will be trailing the
collection of some re-usable items
and bringing them back to Streatham
Campus for inclusion in our
successful ‘Gift It Reuse It’ scheme.
This scheme has helped to store,
then pass-on reusable items to new
students arriving in September.
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If you have any concerns about
bagged waste that appears to be
placed out on the wrong collection
day, please be aware that it may
have already have been earmarked
for collection as part of our scheme.
Unfortunately, some waste and larger
bulky items can be placed on the
pavement by a minority of Landlords/
Builders for long periods and these
items should be reported to the City
Council. Student waste should be
cleared labelled with a ‘Students on
the Move’ sticker (see image)

If you have any queries about

the scheme, please contact the
University via the following email:
communityengagement@exeter.ac.uk

STUDENTS ON

A damp coffee
morning!

Powderham Crescent
Residents’ Association held a
coffee morning on Saturday
26th April in the Crescent
Garden. It was a ‘do it yourself’
event with everyone bringing
their own coffee, and cakes &
biscuits were also brought to
share. After all the warm sunny
days, the weather was initially
drizzling but it stopped and
the sun came out as everyone
headed home. In spite of the
weather, those who attended
had a good time chatting and
meeting some new residents of
the Crescent.
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Have your say!
St Sidwell’s C of E Primary School, York Road
WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE 6:30pm

Panel comprising our local councillors,
neighbourhood police and
University of Exeter Estate Patrol

Your chance to ask questions or raise issues of local significance
— or simply to find out what concerns other residents in
St James and the responses from those in a position to help.

See you there!

University Students Dog Walking L

Exeter Student Volunteers Dog Walking is a student-led volunteering
programme that supports members of the Exeter community who
need help caring for their dogs. Although the scheme has been
running for a few years, it saw a major expansion this academic

year, growing from 8 dogs in September to now supporting 22

dogs, with around 400 student volunteers and 90 walks taking place
each week. Project leaders send out walk schedules every week,
matching volunteers with dog owners and helping to build meaningful
relationships between students and the wider community.

But it’s not just about logistics, there’s a real sense of community
among the volunteers, who stay in touch through an active WhatsApp
group, share updates and dog photos, and follow along on Instagram
for regular highlights and interactive updates. Even small, funny
moments, like Ruby dramatically flopping over mid-harness to
demand belly rubs, get shared and celebrated.

The project continues to grow because it offers something valuable to
everyone involved: support for residents, companionship for the dogs,
and a chance for students to make a difference while doing something
enjoyable and rewarding. If you are interested in joining the scheme,
please email esv-dogwalkers@groups.exeterguild.com
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Official opening of Hoopern Valley

Tuesday 6th May was a glorious sunny afternoon and the official
opening of the Hoopern Valley by the University of Exeter. The event
took place on the accessible area, one of the newly pathed routes
which has enabled so many more local people
and students to enjoy the valley. The Mayor,
city and county councillors, the President
and Vice Chancellor of the university and
other dignitaries were in attendance as well
as sustainability focused university staff
and students and members of the public.
Exhibitors included Devon Wildlife Trust,
Double Elephant, PHD students, Friends of
Hoopern Valley and others showcasing
their part in the sustainability of the area.
Three tours of the valley took place,

taking visitors to areas they may not have
previously discovered, and explaining
forthcoming developments. To participate
in future events, check out the Friends of
Hoopern Valley website hoopernvalley.org

Sustainability at St Sidwell’s School

Through their ongoing partnership with Exeter University, St Sidwell’s
School was proud to contribute to this year's COP29 film, which
featured their Year 6 pupils. The film includes beautiful footage of
the children in the school grounds, with the voiceover also recorded
by members of the Year 6 class. It was shown at the COP29 climate
conference in Azerbaijan and was very well received.

St Sidwell’s is deeply committed to sustainability and believes every
child should grow up understanding the value of our world and the
importance of protecting it. They also celebrate and cherish the
diversity of the school community, and this project gave the children
a powerful opportunity to reflect on their role as global citizens and
the impact they can have on the world around them.

Angie Rowe, the Head of St Sidwell’'s commented: “We were lucky
enough to continue our work on this project over the Spring term,
where we twinned with a classroom in Dubai and together we
explored creative, collaborative solutions
to some of the key challenges facing our
planet.”

Here is the link to the video that was
created and shared at the conference in
Azerbaijan https://youtu.be/TdXVja8QEsA
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University Students’
Food Stall

Since its launch in September 2024, the
Exeter Student Volunteers Food Stall

has become a consistent presence on
Sidwell Street, offering freshly cooked
meals, baked goods, tea and coffee to
members of the local community and
those in need. Run entirely by student
volunteers, the project is part of a broader
effort to address food insecurity and social
isolation in Exeter. It was inspired by a
long-standing community initiative in St.
Thomas.

Each week, volunteers plan, cook and
serve the food themselves, often working
through the afternoon, to ensure the stall
operates smoothly. Their commitment
goes beyond the act of providing food. It
reflects a growing recognition of students’
role in contributing meaningfully to the
community around them. Volunteers
speak of the project as deeply fulfilling, not
because it's easy, but because the impact
is tangible, and the need is real.

Bury Meadow Park

Bury Meadow Park Volunteers have been
busy planting bulbs and keeping the Park
looking cared for this year. The university
student volunteers from the Community
Engagement team have also been very
active, joining the volunteers in the park
every month. In April they organised a day of
action for the park and 10 students worked
for the afternoon to clear the borders of ivy
and brambles. It was a great afternoon, and
refreshments were provided by the friendly
local cafe, Punk Ginger.

The Volunteers meet on the 2nd weekend
of every month 3;00 on Saturdays and
10:00 on Sunday. It is a very inclusive group
of neighbours from the area, ages 6 to

80. It’'s a lovely opportunity to meet your
neighbours, and to enjoy this beautiful and
historic city park. The park is also a focus
for neighbourhood picnics in the summer, a
lovely way to meet your neighbours.

The Volunteers would love to have more
local groups involved. If your group is
interested in this please get in touch by
emall Ruth.gilson@googlemail.com

Fun A Day Exeter 2025

The third annual Fun A Day Exeter exhibition
was held in Positive Light Projects in Sidwell
Street over a weekend in March. The aim
was for people to record an activity each
day from February 1st. and the exhibits were
diverse and eclectic, including such subjects
as microscopic photography, a different bun

for each day, the phases of the moon and
images from Magdalen Road. The ages

of the exhibitors ranged from 7 to 87 and
over the weekend an estimated 200 visitors
viewed the exhibition, giving much praise and
positive feedback, as well as an intention to
participate next year. Funding was gratefully
received from Exeter University and Exeter
City Council.

Prospect Park
Mediterranean Social

Prospect Park Residents’ Association aims

to support all their residents and maintains a
lively community. They held a social evening,
Mediterranean Madness, in March, at St
James Church hall with a great turnout and
were happy to welcome two university student
liaison representatives as well. This bring-and-
share supper was well attended by residents
of all ages, with a play/craft area for younger
members and music. Delicious foods from
Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Lebanon, Morocco
and beyond reflected the rich cultural diversity
of the Mediterranean - and residents’ skills
and generosity. Food was followed by a quiz,
fiendish as ever and expertly devised by Prof
Hitchcock, on a Mediterranean theme. A huge
thank you to all who took part, prepared food
and washed up afterwards!

Our Neighbourhood
Police

PC Richard Jephcott and PCSO Paul
Fudge are part of the neighbourhood
policing team that covers St James
and they have prepared this advice for
everyone.

“With a mixture of commercial and
residential and green space, there are
a few things we would like to remind
residents about.

Bike thefts are becoming a concemn.
If you own a pedal cycle or battery
assisted cycle we recommend you
register it with BIKEREGISTER. Take
a photo and a copy of the frame
number, then if the cycle is stolen and
recovered it can be returned. The
purchase of a good lock will also help

Thanks also to Natalie Smith, the PRI

neighbourhood community builder, for
organising local activities which are now
advertised on the street noticeboard.

PPRAs next social activity in the summer will
be the now-traditional bake-off along with their
AGM. They will report back next time!

News from TWRA

It is also important to remember home
security. Close and lock windows

and doors and keep the garden shed
secure. If you see anything happening
or have concerns you can contact us
via 101, in an emergency 999 or via
the web and DEVONALERT for up to
date information.”

PCSO Paul Fudge

Thornton West Residents Association, TWRA, has been busy in the past few
months. In early December they held a winter gathering at the cricket club and
celebrated the festive season with delicious mince pies, TWRA special recipe
mulled wine and a Christmas raffle. It was a lovely chance to come together and

raise funds for Exeter Foodbank.

In April there was an Easter egg hunt around the neighbourhood which was
enjoyed very much by young neighbours despite the inclement weather. Then,
over the recent May Day bank holiday weekend they hosted family games in
Queen’s Crescent Garden which were enjoyed by neighbours of all ages.

TWRA's next get-together will be a Midsummer tea party which will be a street
party at the top of West Avenue and Thornton Hill on the afternoon of Sunday
22nd June. There are also plans for ad hoc street clean-ups throughout the year. If
you would like any more details, are new to the neighbourhood or would like to join

TWRA, please contact TWRAmMembers@gmail.com

Friends of Hoopemn Valley Litter Pick

On 2nd February, over 20 local residents descended on the cycle path
at the top of the Hoopern Valley, armed with litter pickers, hefty gloves
and an assortment of stout bags. There were representatives from

all age groups, forming a formidable army intent on clearing a year’s
accumulation of rubbish. People formed groups or pairs and attacked

an area suited to their flexibility and fitness, some heading deep into
the wood with others keeping to the path. After 2 hours the haul was
mighty, with many bags to be sorted for recycling and others destined
for the bins. Most notable was the 40+ dog poo bags, a dramatic rise
from the 3 of last year, and doubtless a consequence of the bins being
inadvertently removed 18 months ago. The session ended with coffee
and cake, including a much appreciated donation from Chococo.




